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*PRFET A (Description)

It is a selective course for undergraduates majoring in English translation and
interpretation in the School of Foreign Languages.

After learning the course, the students are supposed to obtain the basic knowledge
and theories of archaic Chinese, and they should be capable of reading and
comprehending the ancient texts in archaic Chinese, thus form a certain foundation
of archaic Chinese for their study in Chinese-English translation.

This course mainly covers two aspects, i.e., selective readings of classical texts in
archaic Chinese and basic knowledge of archaic Chinese. The basic knowledge of




archaic Chinese will be imparted all throughout the selective texts. Texts read in class

are mainly selected from classical books in ancient China, such as The Book of Songs,

Records of the Grand Historian, Analects of Confucius, and Sun Tzu on the Art of War,

etc., and they will be analyzed according to their genres and times. Some classical

texts of Fu, parallel prose, and poetry will also be analyzed in order to widen

students’ horizon. The common knowledge of archaic Chinese mainly covers two

aspects: first, the knowledge of the language, including characters, words and

phrases, grammar, punctuations, and rhymes; second, common knowledge about

ancient culture, including people's names, official ranking, geography, history, and

classification of knowledge.
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